
The Canadian Dry Stone Festival is coming to PERTH! 
 
The Canadian Dry Stone Wall Festival is an annual celebration of building 
stone walls without the use of mortar.  
 
It’s a 3-day event that is unusual, unforgettable and a really good time! 



What is a 
dry stone 

wall? 

A dry stone wall is a border wall constructed of rubble stone, usually about 4 
feet high and traditionally used to contain livestock.  Many of these walls were 
built by farmers and labourers hundreds of years ago.  Dry stone walls are 
found all over the world and differ in size, style, geology and function.  



Why all the fuss? 

Dry stone walls are unique because they are built without the use of mortar. 
In other words, they are fitted and stacked dry with skill and careful 
consideration for craftsmanship. Following basic structural principles, a good 
dry stone wall can last hundreds of years because its design maximizes mass 
and friction. These walls need minimal maintenance, are environmentally 
sustainable, provide homes for wildlife and are an attractive addition to any 
property. 



Walls were built to allot the land… 



…and eventually became the landscape. 



So, what is Dry Stone Canada? 

Dry Stone Canada is a not-for-profit 
association of stonemasons, 
landscapers, horticulturists, and 
heritage professionals. We strive to 
promote, instruct and protect the 
craft of building dry stone walls.  Dry 
Stone Canada maintains a 
membership of professional and 
amateur wallers and provides training 
workshops in the art of walling. Dry 
Stone Canada works with other dry 
stone associations worldwide to 
ensure Canada is at the forefront of 
dry stone construction and 
conservation.  



A festival devoted to piling rocks? 
You’re kidding me, right? 

Since 2004, the Dry Stone 
Association of Canada has held an 
annual celebration of stonework. 
What started off as a few 
stonemasons getting together to 
share and develop traditional 
skills, the Canadian Dry Stone 
Walling Festival has become a 
huge and exciting event, attracting 
wallers and traditional craftsmen 
from all over the world.  Wallers 
from England, Scotland, Ireland, 
the US and across Canada come to 
learn, build and have fun!  
Thousands of spectators come to 
see the wallers, the stone, the 
bagpipes and, of course, the walls. 



July 22-24, 2016 in PERTH 
To celebrate Perth’s 200th anniversary, the 2016 Canadian Dry Stone 
Festival will be held near Stewart Park in Perth. The festival will 
feature professional dry stone wallers from the countries that 
helped to settle Perth in 1816:  Scotland, England, Ireland and the 
Loyalist areas of the United States.  

Alongside a heritage deeply immersed in stonemasonry and the Rideau 
Canal, the Town of Perth will also host the Canadian Stone Carving 
Festival, the 200th Homecoming and Blue Rodeo on the same weekend! 



I’m excited! Tell me more! 
The 2016 Canadian Dry Stone Festival will feature three main areas: 

#1. The Legacy Dry Stone Bridge and Walled Wading Pond 

The main feature will be the 
professional construction of a 
traditional dry stone bridge. 
The bridge will be built by 
Canadian and international 
professional dry stone wallers 
and will revive the Mill Street 
“old swimming hole” wading 
pond. 

Before.. 



#2. The Student Dry Stone Walling Workshop 

Taught by recognized 
craftsmen, the student 
workshop invites interested 
newcomers to learn the craft 
of walling. The workshop will 
feature the walling styles of 
England, Scotland and Ireland. 

 



#3. Kids ROCK! 
Kids like stones too 
and the best way to 
learn is to get dirty! 
Kids ROCK! is an 
interactive and fun 
way to get your kids 
interested in 
landscape and 
building. Encourage 
future engineers by 
registering your child 
in Kids ROCK! 



How do I find out more? 

For more information about the 2016 Canadian Dry Stone 
Festival and our generous sponsors, please visit: 
 

www.drystonecanada.com 


